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FURTHER DISCOVERIES MADE 


Since the happy discovery of the lovely cement wall in the Washington 
room at the Mansion, Robert Cérter, our consulting architect, and the 
curator have been very curious about whet stands behind other walls in 
the house. So Mr.. Carter has carefully cut a hole in the fireplace 
wall in the office, behind a portrait, and there is a panelled cement 
wall identical to the one in the bedroom, with the same deep red paint, 
overlaid with a couple of coats of bedly peeling gray or taupe. That 
aroused his interest in the design of the panels, so the hole was ex- 
‘tended out in both directions et the sides and is now left open so the 
early wall can be seen. The urge to remove the plaster completely is 
strong, but we feel that the downstairs restorations are more import- 
ant right now. | 


The same type of research was undertaken in the Burbeck bedroom over 
the fireplace and behind the portrait. There is no panelled cement 

in back of the exterior plaster, but behind the later uprights and 
lath is a smooth, whitewashed plaster wall. The extra space was ne~ 
cessary to mount the Victorian grate in the fireplace and its mantel, 
so until such time as we feel we can spend money for what would not 

be too much of a change, we have no plans to do anything futher in that 
room. | 


Mr. Carter was very enthusiastic about the construction of the house. 
He investigated the cellar and it has what is called a skeleton con- 
struction. In other words, the walls themselves have nothing to do 
w ith holding up the floors inside. ‘Sills and beams are set inside the 
outer walls on stone posts and carry the weight. It is the same type 
of construction used in the Wethersfield Church in whose restoration 
Mr. Carter is now involved. j 


The HUGUENOT HOUSE 


Most of you will have seen in the péper thet the Antiquarian and Land- 
marks Society has finally obtained possession of the little stone Hemp- 
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stead house, known generally as the Huguenot House. This is a very ia- 
portant acquisition for them, but also an extra@me financial strein on 
their budget. The Society feels that any help eny of you cen give to 
them would be greatly appreciated. Aside from the purchase price, they 
have a great deal of expense ahead of them in the way Of repairs which 
are vitally necessary, protection against vandalism,and restoration when 
it can be afforded. 


NEEDS and/or Wi.NTS 


As restoration uncovers the earlier fireplaces here at the Mansion, it 
raises needs not previously felt. <An 18th century chest of drawers for 
the Washington room would add immensely to the Appearance of that. We 
still need candlestands, small Oriental rugs, 18th century andirons of 
which at present we have only two pairs, and in time we would like to 
have a sideboerd or buffet for the diningroom. 


From DIARY GP CHRISTOPHER BROWN, abcard Ship OLIVER CROMWELL 


June ye Ist «1/793 We fired a signal gun for all hands on bord in order 
to Sai. Wensdat te Z. Weighd our Anchor and set Sail out to sea for a 
cruise near Sandy Point. About 1 oclock in the afternoon we saw a sail 
under our stern headed for us and we hove to for her and about 3 oclock 
she came up with us and proved to be ye Hancock from NLondon, Capt. Hine 
man Comander. Capt. Parker and Capt. Hinman mereed to keep in company 
with each other so accordingly we did and so proceded on our Cruise and 
kept together thet night. Thursday ve 3. We nothing at all. About 8 
oclock the next morning being Friday ye 4th we saw a Sail ahead of us and 
we gave her Chase and att 10 oclock we came up with her and gave her 3 
shots and she struck to us without firing a pun. che being a sloop of 10 
guns and 13 men from New York bound upon 2 cruise. Wwe tcok part of the 
prisoners on bord of us and I put the rest on bord the Hancock and mand 
our Prize and sent her for New London. Sat. ye 5 about 6 oclock in the 
morning as was stearing S$ E we saw 3 sails to ye windard and we held our 
wind and stood for them. So they stood for us. We had not... long before 
we percived that... them were ships of Force and... a Sloop and she came 
&é way and the Hancock gave her chase and then we hove about end made all 
the sail that we could in order to make cur escape but they gave us chase 
one of which wes the Daffeny of 22 puns the other was the Delaware of 30 
guns. We soon saw another sail in chase of us in the rear at some distance. 
The Paffeny having a copper bottom sailed much faster than the others. 
About 11 oc she came so near that we fired our stern chasis (chasers) 

for some time til we cut away her Maintopmast. By then ehe rounded and 
gave us a broadside which was ready to return and the firing held very 
snart upon both sides for some time. The others comming up so fast our 
Captin thought it best to get away from her if we could and accordingly 
we ceased firing and spread all the sail we posiblycould and gaind a lit- 
tle from her. They killed 2 men and wounded five one died since of his 
wounds. We threw our dead men overboard and washed the blook off from 
the deck and was ordered to all keep still and we got out of her reach 
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but she soon got her maintopmast right up again and persued us very 

close and gained upon us so that about half after i otlock she came al- 
most along side of us and then we was all called to Quarters again and 
began a fire with our stern chasis which they returned very warm til 
about 3 oclock in the afternoon in which time the other frigit had got 
almost within gunshot of us and our officers see that they would get 
alongside of us and they thought it best to strike to them and according~- 
ly we did and they fired several guns, after that we hauld down our col- 
ors and then the Daffeny ran very near us and we was all ordered on bord 
the Davveny and put down in the hold til about 8 oclock at night and then 
about 70 of us was put on the Delawar and confined down in the hold til 
the next day this being Sunday ye 5 of June and then about 8 of us was 
allowed to go upon deck at once and they gave us two thirds of allowance 
of bread and pork and peas for diner and then at night. all of us confined 
down in ye hold til morning. Munday ye 6th we came in sight of the Light 
house and so proceded up into New york harbor and dropt anchor and then 
we was all taken and carried along side of ye Prison Ship and we came 
there. The ship was so full of American and French Prisoners and great 
numbers sick that they could not put us on board so we was carried back 
again and put on the Delaware and Daffeny again and was used very well 
but being confined down in ye hold. Wensday ye 9 about 3 oclock we that 
was on board the Delaware was carried and put on bord the ship Jarsey an 
old hospittle Ship where we fared very well and those that was on bord 
the Dffeny was ptt on bord the Prison Ship Good Hope where we heard no- 
thing from them for some time. Thursday ye 10th of June we had port and 
peas and very comfortable lodging. Friday ye 11th we had burgoo and but- 
ter. Saturday ye 12th beef and puding for diner without breakfast or 
supper. . .. Saturday ye 19th nothing to do but walk the deck and con- 
sider our bad situation which we are a tired of but we are affraid it 
will worse before it will be better. Lords Day ye 27 they let us have 
more Libberty in going shore to by us nesessaries that we want. Tuseday 
ye 29 a part of our men to work on shore being hired to work. Thursday all 
as usual but every other day rice instead of bread and sweet oil instead 
of butter. Lord's Day ye 4th we heard that our Doctors mate was dead on 
bord ye prison ship which makes us lament our loss. Wensday ye /th we have 
s ometimes 17 or 18 casks of water and beer to hoist on at once which keeps 
us supplied a little time. One of our men that was put on bord ye Prison 
Ship has come on bord here this morning and informs us that 3 of our men 
on bord ye Good Hope is dead and there has 2 cartels come in this day, 
one from New London and the other from Boston which gives us some hopes 
of being exchanged. (to be continued) 


ACCESSIONS 


small black crocheted silk purse with cut-steel bead fringe - Gift of 
Miss Kathleen Epps in memory of grandmother Carrie Epps, Owner of purse 

Steel pate of Parks & Playgrounds of New London, 1912 - Gift of Mr. & 
Mrs. James Jones, Gales Ferry 

The Ames Family, by Faber K. Ames - Gift of author 

19 century sheets, blankets, underclothes, trunk, double-woven blue and 
white spread, quilt, baby shoes, chamberpot - Gift of Mrs. Dorothy L. 
Provost, Farmington 

Silver-plated pitcher and oval platter (to use) - Gift of Mrs. Ernest 
Back, Chaplin 
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Piece of brown resist-printed linen, from bedhangings in use when GeGEEe 
Washington slept at Shaw Mansion - Gift of L.A. Chappell, Jr. 

Detailed description of Mount Vernon house and letter concerning it = Gift 
of L.A. Chappell, Jr. 

Articles of Association and Stock Certificates of The Day Go. , 1881 -Gift 
of L.A. Chappell, Jr. 

Will of Daniel T. Beebe, Norwich, 1876 - Gift of Mrs. Katherine Peugh, 

Colorado 

Some Descendants of Amos Richardson of Boston & Stonington, comp. by 
Doreen Hanna. 1971 - Gift of compiler. 

Account books of Ebenezer Smith, Montville, 1747-1780 and Marvin Smith, 
Montville, 1813-1839 - Gift i: Marvin's great grandchildren, Miss Mar- 
jorie Smith, Beulah Smith Johnson, Donald Marvin Smith 

Oriental runner - Bought by Society 

Cleveland Genealogy, by H.G. Cleveland = Bought by Society 

Early Conn. Marriages by F.W. Bailey. Reprint, / v. in 1, 1968 = Bought 


by Society 
Early Mass. Marriages by F.W. Bailey. Reprint, 3 v. in 1, 1968 = Bought 
by Society SMe a 
New York Marriages prior to 1784 with New York Ma¥wi age) Licensesy Dds 
1706. Reprint, 1968 - Bought by Society ~ {us AM oF ee ene 
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